Theory Mini-Analyses (50 pts)
Out of 8 theories presented this semester, you’ll choose 4 on which to write mini-analyses consisting of discussing a particular relationship (to be provided in class) in the terms of a particular relationship theory. You’ll be graded on how well you incorporate the theory’s ideas/concepts/terms and how well you analyze the relational details with the theory. 
Mini-analyses should be completely thorough in applying a theory/perspective and can be done in the form of a brief presentation with detailed handout OR written in paper form. You will commit to the theories/days/format of each analysis on the day we first cover the theory – which means you must decide both IF and HOW you will be doing a mini-analysis on a particular theory on the 1st day I cover the theory in class.

FOR A WRITTEN ANALYSIS PAPER:

· 2-3 single-spaced pages of text + APA cover page & reference page

· Mechanics of paper (spelling, grammar, etc) are assumed, and so points will be deducted for flaws in this area.

· Emailed to me as attachment BEFORE the due date.
FOR AN ORAL ANALYSIS PRESENTATION:
· 5-6 minutes

· Detailed outline as handout to class OR same thing via powerpoint (which you’ll then email to me)

· Mechanics of writing/presentation are assumed and so points will be deducted for flaws in this area
EXPECTED OF BOTH FORMATS:

· Minimum of 3 primary outside, scholarly sources in addition to the original theory article

· Think of it as a mini lit-review where you’ll take info from other sources and synthesize into a discussion (not an overview/recap!) of the theory. This is a critical thinking and application paper and should include the following components at a minimum:

· No more than 1 brief paragraph explaining the theory in SIMPLE terms (assumptions, concepts, process, etc.) that a middle-schooler would understand – paraphrase it all in your own words, but still cite your necessary sources!

· A few sentences describing the specific relationship you’ll apply it to, then jump in to the Application

· Apply the theory to the context (how does the theory help explain the phenomenon? Be an “expert” talking to the general public and explain what is happening in a particular context based on the theory

· Importance of the theory to the field of communication (with possible limitations)

· Importance of the theory to the world at large (with possible limitations)

**Areas in red are the areas in which it would be very difficult to complete this paper without referencing your sources in these areas – both from the theory originators and from the sources you’ve “pulled” from library resources based on this theory. Use the Communication Search feature on the library website!**
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